
                             COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 200 
 
 

Government  
 

                Course Description 
The American Government course is dedicated to an extensive overview of the American Democracy.              
Students will learn of the extraordinary circumstances pertaining to the perpetuation of our republic, and               
its ongoing evolution. Areas of study include: Foundation of American Government, Three Branches of              
Government, Political Parties, and the election process. This class is a forum for the presentation of facts.                 
All students will be encouraged to make his/her own political decisions. There will also be frequent                
discussions and student generated presentations of current political issues and events. Students            
successfully completing this course will meet graduation requirements in American government,           
including Illinois statutes pertaining to patriotism and principles of representative government.  
 

 
  
 

      Essential Standards  
1. Students will be able to identify and analyze the fundamental principles and concepts of 

democracy as practiced in the United States by demonstrating their understanding on a knowledge 
based summative evaluation. 

 
2. Students will be able to examine the election process as it relates to active citizenship through the 

analysis of visual images (eg. charts, graphs, etc.) on a knowledge based summative evaluation. 
 

3. Students will be able to describe and evaluate the actions, goals, and impact of political parties, 
the media, and interest groups within the American political system by recognizing bias, opinion, 
and/or point of view in a forced choice format. 

 
4. Students will be able to assess the impact of civil rights and civil liberties upon their daily lives 

through the development and defense of individual arguments in a free response format. 
 

5. Students will be able to compare and contrast the roles and responsibilities of the bicameral 
legislature of our government through knowledge based responses from teacher constructed 
options. 

 
6. Students will be able to identify the roles and responsibilities of the executive branch of American 

government by demonstrating their understanding on a knowledge-based summative evaluation. 
 

7. Students will be able to evaluate the roles and responsibilities of the judicial branch of 
government by recognizing the cause and effect of judicial decisions in a forced response format. 
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